22q11 deletion syndrome: a review of some developmental biology aspects of the cardiovascular system.
The morphology and molecular genetics of the 22q11 deletion syndrome cardiovascular anomalies are reviewed. Special emphasis is given to TBX1, recently identified and considered to be the potential key gene for this clinical syndrome. The TBX1 downstream molecular pathways modulating the normal development of the pharyngeal apparatus are also discussed, and emphasis is given to the possible, equally fundamental role of downstream molecular pathway disruption in causing the clinical 22q11 deletion phenotype features.